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Abstract

A Deconstructive Analysis of Masaaki Yuasa's
Nonconventional Animation Style — Focusing
on <Mind Game>

You Seon Hahm
Hyeok Ryu

asaaki Yuasa has established his unique artistic world by breaking away

from the aesthetic and narrative conventions of traditional Japanese
animation. Actively incorporating the methodologies of the Webgen generation
of animators, he has created radical visual expressions that have had a pro—
found impact on animation worldwide. His works have been widely recognized
for their aesthetic value, earning him numerous awards at various film
festivals. However, his departure from conventional animation grammar has
also made his works less accessible to mainstream audiences, resulting in
limited exposure and academic research in South Korea. Given the potential of
Yuasa’'s works to inspire domestic animators in adopting more experimental
and flexible visual styles, this study aims to explore his artistic approach in
depth.

This research employs Jacques Derrida’s deconstruction theory as its theo—
retical framework to analyze Yuasa’'s seminal work, <Mind Game> (2004). As
deconstruction seeks to dismantle existing structures and explore new inter—
pretative possibilities, it aligns with Yuasa's experimental animation techniques
and artistic objectives. <Mind Game> was selected for analysis as it serves as
Yuasa's feature—length directorial debut and lays the foundation for his sub—
sequent nonconventional animation style and narrative structures. Specifically,
this study focuses on the concepts of dissemination and intertextuality, exam—
ining how <Mind Game> transcends formal boundaries and generates new aes—
thetic possibilities.

As a result of the study, it was confirmed that Yuasa Masaaki's drawing style
is not merely an experimental technique but a deconstructive practice that ex—
pands the medium of animation itself. Furthermore, the study concluded that his
works integrate heterogeneous techniques throughout and continuously disperse
and expand meaning, thereby broadening the expressive scope of animation. It is
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hoped that this research will serve as a foundational reference for further ex—
ploration of the expansion of animation aesthetics.

Key  words ? | * Animation, Masaaki Yuasa, Deconstruction, Mind Game,
Content



